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Senate 
The Senate met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable ED-
WARD J. MARKEY, a Senator from the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Holy God, You make the clouds Your 

chariot and walk upon the wind. We see 
Your works in the rising of the Sun and 
in its setting. For the beauty of the 
Earth and the glory of the skies, we 
give You praise. 

Today, make our lawmakers heirs of 
peace, demonstrating that they are 
Your children as they strive to find 
common ground. May they take pleas-
ure in doing Your will and fulfilling 
Your purposes in our world. Lord, You 
are never far from us, but often we are 
far from You. So show us Your ways 
and teach us Your paths. 

We pray in Your great Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, April 2, 2014. 

To the Senate: 
Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable EDWARD J. MARKEY, a 

Senator from the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, to perform the duties of the Chair. 

PATRICK J. LEAHY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. MARKEY thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

MINIMUM WAGE FAIRNESS ACT— 
MOTION TO PROCEED 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to Calendar No. 250. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the motion. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 250, S. 
1737, a bill to provide for an increase in the 
Federal minimum wage and to amend the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend in-
creased expensing limitations and the treat-
ment of certain real property as section 179 
property. 

SCHEDULE 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 

my remarks and those of the Repub-
lican leader, the Senate will resume 
consideration of H.R. 3979, which is the 
legislative vehicle for the Unemploy-
ment Insurance Extension bill, with 
the time until 10 a.m. equally divided 
and controlled. The filing deadline is 
9:30 a.m. today. 

At 10 a.m. there will be a cloture vote 
on the Reed amendment. Additional 
votes are expected throughout the day. 
Senators will be notified when they are 
scheduled. 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE CALENDAR—S. 2198 
AND S. 2199 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, there are 
two bills at the desk due for a second 
reading. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will read the bills by 
title for the second time. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (S. 2198) to direct the Secretary of 
the Interior, the Secretary of Commerce, and 
the Administrator of the Environmental 
Protection Agency to take actions to provide 
additional water supplies and disaster assist-
ance to the State of California and other 
Western States due to drought, and for other 
purposes. 

A bill (S. 2199) to amend the Fair Labor 
Standards Act of 1938 to provide more effec-
tive remedies to victims of discrimination in 
the payment of wages on the basis of sex, and 
for other purposes. 

Mr. REID. I would object to any fur-
ther proceedings to both of these mat-
ters at this time. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection having been heard, the 
measures will be placed on the cal-
endar. 

HOUSE BUDGET 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, in what has 
become an annual frustration for the 
American people, the tea party-con-
trolled House Budget Committee re-
leased its budget proposal yesterday. 
This budget is frustrating for Ameri-
cans because it doesn’t reflect what 
they envision for this Nation. In fact, 
the Ryan budget more closely resem-
bles the wants of the multibillionaire 
Koch brothers than it does a pattern 
for helping America. 

For those who haven’t seen the 
prequels; that is, the newest budget 
proposal, it is the same old story, and 
it is a story of broken promises—of 
broken promises to our children, to our 
seniors, and to our families. 

To our children we have promised we 
will protect and provide for them, safe-
guarding them during the vulnerable 
years of childhood and adolescence—at 
least try to do everything we can to 
help them. Yet by repealing the expan-
sion of health care to millions of Amer-
icans by cutting Medicaid by $1.5 tril-
lion, the Ryan-Koch budget tells our 
Nation’s children they are on their 
own. 
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